
 
 

Tel: 01803 861368 / 01822 813648 Email: communications@swdevon.gov.uk  

 

One Council - Have your say 

 

South Hams District Council and West Devon Borough Council have now launched 

their consultation on a proposal to create one single new council. 

Although South Hams and West Devon already share one workforce their political 

structures and decision making processes have remained completely separate.   

However, in July the majority of councillors from both authorities voted to consult the 

public, their partners and local businesses on whether they should bring the two 

political structures together and create One Council. 

South Hams and West Devon say that this would save them half a million pounds a 

year and go towards closing a predicted funding gap of £1.9 million by 2020. 

However, before they decide whether they would like to submit a proposal to the 

secretary of state, who will make the final decision, the councils would like the public 

to have their say.  The consultation is now open and closes on Sunday 8 October. 

The consultation will take a number of different forms. There is a dedicated website, 

including an online survey and every household will receive a postcard telling them 

how they can find out more information. 

Between now and the beginning of October, the councils will also be holding events 

in towns and parishes, where people can talk to their councillors and find out more 

information.  
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Cllr John Tucker Leader of South Hams District Council said “I really would 

encourage everyone to take a look at the information that we have provided, there 

are many things for people to consider, particularly for the residents of South Hams, 

who would see a Council Tax increase on the South Hams element of their Council 

Tax, to bring it to the same level as West Devon. 

“Our working relationship with West Devon so far, has been fundamental to our 

ability to keep delivering services despite budget cuts and we have actually benefited 

more from this than West Devon have.  The shared workforce arrangement currently 

saves South Hams £3.9m a year and West Devon £2.2m a year, which has so far 

enabled us to keep our element of the council tax at a lower rate. 

“For me, I see the creation of a new council as a natural extension of our current 

working arrangements. It not only enables us to protect the savings we have made to 

date, but enables us to make more and safeguard services.” 

Cllr Lois Samuel, Deputy Leader at West Devon Borough Council Added: “It is 

really important to us that we get a fair and accurate representation from across both 

areas and so we have also commissioned a telephone survey.  Some of the 

residents in South Hams and West Devon may be contacted to answer the 

consultation questions over the phone. 

“We will be putting out updates on social media and through a dedicated newsletter, 

the best way to keep up-to-date with the consultation dates and events is to sign up 

and follow us.” 

In addition to this the councils will be sending letters to their partners and MP’s and 

holding briefing sessions with towns and parish councils as well as making contact 

with the business community. 

The consultation will run from now until midnight on the 8 October.  After the 

consultation closes, councillors from both authorities will consider the feedback from 

the consultation and make their final decision whether to submit to the secretary of 

state or not, at full council meetings towards the end of October.  



 

For all of the information on the consultation visit: www.onecouncil.org.uk 

Notes to editors: 

 

To help us spead the word and give everyone in South Hams and West Devon 

chance to have thier say please join our Thunderclap 

West Devon Thunder Clap 

South Hams Thunder Clap 

 

 

 
 

www.southhams.gov.uk 

www.westdevon.gov.uk 

Please be aware that telephone calls to and from the Council may be recorded for 

training and monitoring purposes. 

  

  

 

 
Click to Unsubscribe  

 
 

[#RL-265:636383869980030909#] 

http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub25lY291bmNpbC5vcmcudWsv&r=10148971658&d=4417121&p=1&t=h&h=3bf1daf28ffe0318ede11ddeb74dbabd
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGh1bmRlcmNsYXAuaXQvcHJvamVjdHMvNjA2NjMtb25lLWNvdW5jaWwtY29uc3VsdGF0aW9u&r=10148971658&d=4417121&p=1&t=h&h=d2f9081c7e1d444bbe8e0da79a77ef38
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGh1bmRlcmNsYXAuaXQvcHJvamVjdHMvNjA2NjItb25lLWNvdW5jaWwtY29uc3VsdGF0aW9u&r=10148971658&d=4417121&p=1&t=h&h=93527932095f9ccf1f24dee673eb0803
http://www.southhams.gov.uk/
http://www.westdevon.gov.uk/
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3Vuc3Vic2NyaWJlLnZ1ZWxpby5jby51ay9FbWFpbFVuc3Vic2NyaWJlL1NIV0QvLzI3NS9icml4dG9ucGMlNDB0YWxrdGFsay5uZXQvVUdGemMzZHZjbVF4TWpjMVluSnBlSFJ2Ym5CalFIUmhiR3QwWVd4ckxtNWxkRk5JVjBRJTNk&r=10148971658&d=4417121&p=1&t=h&h=8650a6fede1148f395dd96e67bee0c2c
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL1NvdXRoSGFtc19EQw%3d%3d&r=10148971658&d=4417121&p=1&t=h&h=e45d04d7aaf74ab40ce9d31e8e6bdbe4
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL1dlc3REZXZvbl9CQw%3d%3d&r=10148971658&d=4417121&p=1&t=h&h=113e6490d8d9ec54d850827acb04da29
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL3NvdXRoaGFtc2Rpc3RyaWN0Y291bmNpbC8%3d&r=10148971658&d=4417121&p=1&t=h&h=8dd4f828b67051302498f440eb0cd372
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL3dlc3RkZXZvbmJvcm91Z2hjb3VuY2lsLz9mcmVmPW5m&r=10148971658&d=4417121&p=1&t=h&h=bd13f1f5481debb63f1ea4de4a0b8537

